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EMERGENCY LIGHTING TESTING
IN RESIDENTIAL BUILDINGS

ENSURING SAFETY AND COMPLIANCE

EMERGENCY LIGHTING IS A CRITICAL COMPONENT OF ANY RESIDENTIAL
BUILDING’S FIRE SAFETY STRATEGY, DESIGNED TO PROVIDE ILLUMINATION
DURING POWER OUTAGES OR EMERGENCIES. TO MAINTAIN THE
EFFECTIVENESS OF THESE SYSTEMS, REGULAR TESTING IS ESSENTIAL.

THIS GUIDE PROVIDES AN OVERVIEW OF HOW TO CARRY OUT EMERGENCY
LIGHTING TESTING IN COMPLIANCE WITH INDUSTRY STANDARDS.



TESTING EMERGENCY LIGHTING IS CRUCIAL TO ENSURE THAT IT FUNCTIONS
PROPERLY IN AN EMERGENCY SITUATION, PROVIDING ADEQUATE
ILLUMINATION FOR SAFE EVACUATION BY ILLUMINATING ESCAPE ROUTES
AND PREVENTING CONFUSION DURING A POWER OUTAGE, ULTIMATELY
SAFEGUARDING PEOPLE WITHIN A BUILDING BY GUARANTEEING THE LIGHTS
WILL WORK WHEN NEEDED MOST; REGULAR TESTING ALSO HELPS MAINTAIN
COMPLIANCE WITH SAFETY REGULATIONS AND IDENTIFY POTENTIAL ISSUES
BEFORE THEY BECOME CRITICAL. 

OVERVIEW

SAFE EVACUATION: ILLUMINATES ESCAPE ROUTES DURING EMERGENCIES.

COMPLIANCE: MEETS LEGAL OBLIGATIONS UNDER FIRE SAFETY
REGULATIONS.

OPERATIONAL RELIABILITY: IDENTIFIES AND ADDRESSES SYSTEM FAULTS
BEFORE AN EMERGENCY OCCURS.

WHY TEST EMERGENCY
LIGHTING?



TYPES OF EMERGENCY
LIGHTING TESTS

MONTHLY FUNCTION TEST
PURPOSE:
ENSURE THE LIGHTING OPERATES CORRECTLY.

PROCEDURE:
• SIMULATE A MAINS POWER FAILURE USING THE TEST SWITCH OR
CIRCUIT BREAKER.
• CHECK THAT ALL EMERGENCY LIGHTS ILLUMINATE.
• RESTORE MAINS POWER AND CONFIRM THE SYSTEM RECHARGES.
• DURATION: A BRIEF PERIOD, TYPICALLY UNDER 10 MINUTES.

ANNUAL FULL DURATION TEST
PURPOSE:
CONFIRM THE BATTERY SUPPORTS THE LIGHTING FOR ITS FULL RATED
DURATION (E.G., 3 HOURS).

PROCEDURE:
• SIMULATE A POWER FAILURE FOR THE FULL RATED DURATION.
• VERIFY ALL EMERGENCY LIGHTS REMAIN FUNCTIONAL THROUGHOUT.
• INSPECT FOR VISIBLE DAMAGE OR OBSTRUCTIONS.
• RESTORE MAINS POWER AND CHECK THAT THE SYSTEM RECHARGES
WITHIN THE MANUFACTURER’S GUIDELINES.



PREPARATION
• NOTIFY RESIDENTS OF THE PLANNED TESTING TO MINIMIZE DISRUPTION.
• ENSURE APPROPRIATE ACCESS TO ALL AREAS, INCLUDING COMMUNAL SPACES
AND ESCAPE ROUTES.

EQUIPMENT NEEDED
• TEST SWITCHES OR KEY-OPERATED TESTING DEVICES.
• CIRCUIT BREAKER PANEL ACCESS.
• A RECORD LOG OR DIGITAL MAINTENANCE TOOL FOR DOCUMENTATION.

STEP-BY-STEP TESTING 
PROCESS



1. VISUAL INSPECTION:
• CHECK FOR SIGNS OF DAMAGE, WEAR, OR OBSTRUCTION.
• ENSURE ALL EMERGENCY LIGHT FITTINGS ARE CLEAN AND SECURELY
MOUNTED.

2. ACTIVATE TEST MODE:
• USE THE TEST SWITCH OR CIRCUIT BREAKER TO SIMULATE POWER FAILURE.
• OBSERVE LIGHTS TO CONFIRM THEY ILLUMINATE AS EXPECTED.

3. MONITOR PERFORMANCE:
• FOR MONTHLY TESTS: ENSURE LIGHTS TURN ON AND REMAIN FUNCTIONAL.
• FOR ANNUAL TESTS: VERIFY LIGHTS OPERATE FOR THE FULL DURATION.

4. RESTORE POWER:
• RECONNECT MAINS POWER AND CONFIRM EMERGENCY LIGHTS RETURN TO
STANDBY MODE.

5. DOCUMENT RESULTS:
• RECORD ALL FINDINGS, INCLUDING ANY FAULTS, DURATION RESULTS, AND
CORRECTIVE ACTIONS TAKEN.
• MAINTAIN LOGS FOR COMPLIANCE AND FUTURE REFERENCE.

TESTING STEPS



COMMON ISSUES TO 
LOOK OUT FOR

 NON-ILLUMINATING LIGHTS: CHECK THE BULB, BATTERY, OR WIRING.

BATTERY DEGRADATION: REPLACE IF IT FAILS TO HOLD A CHARGE.

BLOCKED LIGHT PATHS: ENSURE ESCAPE ROUTES ARE CLEAR AND
WELL-LIT.

STAY COMPLIANT



REGULAR TESTING IS A LEGAL REQUIREMENT UNDER THE REGULATORY
REFORM (FIRE SAFETY) ORDER 2005 AND BRITISH STANDARD BS 5266-
1:2016. ENSURE YOUR EMERGENCY LIGHTING SYSTEM IS INSPECTED
AND MAINTAINED BY A COMPETENT PROFESSIONAL IF ISSUES ARISE.

NEED HELP?

OUR TEAM OF FIRE SAFETY EXPERTS CAN ASSIST WITH EMERGENCY
LIGHTING TESTING, SYSTEM MAINTENANCE, AND COMPLIANCE
REVIEWS. CONTACT US TODAY FOR PEACE OF MIND AND EXPERT
SUPPORT.
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